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Obama's First Blunder

Dick Morris and Eileen McGann
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2007

Presidential hopeful Sen. Barack Obama, D-Il., W TOP NEWS
made his first misstep a few days ago when he Reprint Information
joined only a handful of Democrats in opposing  * Exclusive: Haditha

a Senate reform banning the increasingly Accusations Unmasked
widespread practice of legislators hiring their & Poll: Americans Oppose
family members on their campaign or PAC Iraq Troop Surge
payrolls. = HarperCollins Shutting

Down ReganBooks
Obama has not heard the last of this vote. Sen. . pgjI: Americans Oppose
Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y., who opposes Iraq Troop Surge
wives cashing in on their husbands' positions,
voted righteously in favor of the reform and will
probably use the lllinois senator's vote against
him in the presidential primaries.

# Israel to Use 'Code' to
Prevent 9/11 Attacks

When a legislator hires his or her spouse on the campaign or PAC payroll, he
is effectively converting contributions to his campaign committee into personal
income that flows into the family's checking account, blurring the line between
contribution and bribe.

In the past, senators and House members routinely hired their spouses and
other family members on their public payrolls. In the early 1940s, for example,
Harry S. Truman hired his wife, Bess, to work on his Senate staff. She got
$2,500 a year in salary at a time when senators themselves only earned
$8,500. But nepotism on the public payroll is now banned. So inventive
congressmen and senators have filled the void by hiring family on their
campaign or PAC payrolls.

Hiring family members and paying them with campaign donations is, if
anything, more pernicious than doing so with public funds. Where tax money
is involved, the sin is against the taxpayer for wasting his funds. But where
campaign contributions are involved, the congressman is profiting personally
from the largesse of special interest donors. In plain English, that's a payoff.

There is, of course, a certain hypocrisy in the Senate action since very few
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senators, in fact, hire their families on their payrolls.

It is, though, widely practiced in the House of Representatives, where 30
members have their families on their payrolls. But senators are much less
likely to do so. Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., who voted "present” on the
reform, hired her son, Douglas, a lobbyist, to manage her PAC, paying him
$130,000 over a four-year period. Connecticut Sen. Joe Lieberman, then a
Democrat, hired his son, Matthew, for $34,000 and his daughter, Rebecca, for
$36,000 to work on his 2004 presidential campaign.

Story Continues Below

So the congressional ethics reform of 2007 boils down to this: The House
banned the use of corporate jets but the Senate did not, even though senators
are more likely to avail themselves of the luxury than is the average House
member. The Senate banned hiring family members but the House did not,
even though House members are far more likely to hire their significant others
to work for them.

Obama's inexplicable pro-nepotism vote may have been cast in sympathy with
Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr., D-lll., whose hiring of his wife, Sandi, to work on his
campaign prompted an FEC ruling allowing the practice. Jackson might be
afraid that the Senate action will catalyze a similar reform in the House, which
could cut way back on his disposable family income.

But whatever the reason for his vote, Obama has screwed up. The public will
not take kindly to a senator who pledged to clean up the political process
voting to allow wives to be hired with special-interest campaign funds.

The FEC required, in allowing the practice, that the contract for the services of
the family member contain the language customarily used between campaign
committees and consultants. The FEC also ruled that any payment to a family
member in excess of the fair market value of the services would be
considered to be a "personal use of campaign funds."

But, as usual, the FEC has missed the point. Any payment from campaign
money to a spouse is, in fact, an appropriation of campaign funds by the
member of Congress for his own personal use, however camouflaged or
disguised. The Senate was right to ban the practice and the House should
follow suit.

[m] SPONSORS

= Stop Drinking Water Now

» Top Funds for 2007 - Plus 10 to Sell Now!

= How to Defeat A Violent Attacker TWICE Your Size
= Wow! Ladies Are Totally In Love With These Guys!!

Copyright 2007 Dick Morris. All Rights Reserved.

Editor's note:
® Can Rudy Beat McCain? Surprise Answers Here!

® Maria Shriver: Will She Be the Next Hillary?

http://www.newsmax.com/archives/articles/2007/1/17/132743.shtml (2 of 3)1/18/2007 6:40:50 AM


http://www.isecureonline.com/Reports/RHB/W600H101/
http://investorplace.com/order/?pc=7HL102
https://www.mcssl.com/app/adtrack.asp?MerchantID=43476&AdID=284690
http://www.orexis.com/tmc/?b=15573
http://www.newsmax.com/jump/suggestions/nm_mag_Nov06.htm
http://www.newsmax.com/jump/suggestions/nm_mag_mar06.htm

Obama's First Blunder

® Get the USS Gerald Ford Navy Cap! FREE Offer

Read more on this subject in related Hot Topics:
Barack Obama

Sen. Hillary Clinton

E‘l Print Page [*<] Forward Page @ E-mail Us L RSS Feed

SITES TO CHECK OUT:
+= Hoodia Diet: As seen on 60 min & = Blast Away High Cholesterol: Lose = The Official Longevity HGH
Oprah! Lose 20Ibs fast with Hoodia! 67 points in 28 days. No drugs. No Formula from Germany s finally

Free Diet Patches Offer side effects available in America without a
Prescription!
= Are You Guilty Of Exalting Evil And = The Real Viagra, Cialis and Levitra = Married or Single: Get Athena
Prepared For God's Coming Deal on the Internet 10 Tablets Pheromones and get more romance
Judgment For Exalting, Covering $99, Free Shipping
Evil?
= Diabetic? Tired Of Medications = The controversial Weight Loss
That Don't Work? The Best Herb 'Ephedra’ might only be
Alternative Is Here 100% Money available In America for a very
Back Guarantee limited time

Home | Money | Entertainment | Links | Advertise | Search | Cartoons | Classifieds | Contact | Shop

All Rights Reserved © 2007 NewsMax.Com

102-112

http://www.newsmax.com/archives/articles/2007/1/17/132743.shtml (3 of 3)1/18/2007 6:40:50 AM


http://www.newsmax.com/jump/suggestions/uss_ford.htm
http://www.newsmax.com/hottopics/Barack_Obama.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/hottopics/Sen._Hillary_Clinton.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/scripts/printer_friendly.pl?page=http://www.newsmax.com/archives/articles/2007/1/17/132743.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/scripts/printer_friendly.pl?page=http://www.newsmax.com/archives/articles/2007/1/17/132743.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/share.cfm?page=http://www.newsmax.com/archives/articles/2007/1/17/132743.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/share.cfm?page=http://www.newsmax.com/archives/articles/2007/1/17/132743.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/comments.cfm
http://www.newsmax.com/comments.cfm
http://www.newsmax.com/rss/
http://www.newsmax.com/rss/
http://www.curbyourcravings.com/s-newmaxtsa/lp/hoodia-tsa.html?sts=1
http://www.curbyourcravings.com/s-newmaxtsa/lp/hoodia-tsa.html?sts=1
http://www.curbyourcravings.com/s-newmaxtsa/lp/hoodia-tsa.html?sts=1
http://www.bottomlinesecrets.com/blpnet/offers/order_bal_mag.html?sk=175141&sid=T011207A1A&l=3
http://www.bottomlinesecrets.com/blpnet/offers/order_bal_mag.html?sk=175141&sid=T011207A1A&l=3
http://www.bottomlinesecrets.com/blpnet/offers/order_bal_mag.html?sk=175141&sid=T011207A1A&l=3
http://www1.findlongevitynow.com/freeship/?b=5052
http://www1.findlongevitynow.com/freeship/?b=5052
http://www1.findlongevitynow.com/freeship/?b=5052
http://www1.findlongevitynow.com/freeship/?b=5052
http://www.donimon.org/light.index.html
http://www.donimon.org/light.index.html
http://www.donimon.org/light.index.html
http://www.donimon.org/light.index.html
http://www.netdr.com/
http://www.netdr.com/
http://www.netdr.com/
http://www.athenainstitute.com/index.html?webad-newsmax-SitestoCheck
http://www.athenainstitute.com/index.html?webad-newsmax-SitestoCheck
http://www.type2solution.com/
http://www.type2solution.com/
http://www.type2solution.com/
http://www.type2solution.com/
http://www.ephedrap57.com/mags/?b=5367
http://www.ephedrap57.com/mags/?b=5367
http://www.ephedrap57.com/mags/?b=5367
http://www.ephedrap57.com/mags/?b=5367
http://www.newsmax.com/
http://www.newsmax.com/money
http://www.newsmax.com/entertainment
http://www.newsmax.com/links.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/mediakit
http://www.newsmax.com/archives.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/cartoons
http://www.newsmax.com/classifieds
http://www.newsmax.com/contact.shtml
http://shop.newsmax.com/

	newsmax.com
	Obama's First Blunder


	GBKLIOODAJFLMMGHEILPJHDOHAJLPIGK: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1:   Your Email Here

	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: NewsMax.com
	f2: pub-2932230807573228
	f3: 1
	f4: ISO-8859-1
	f5: ISO-8859-1
	f6: active
	f7: GALT:#008000;GL:1;DIV:#336699;VLC:663399;AH:center;BGC:FFFFFF;LBGC:336699;ALC:0000FF;LC:0000FF;T:000000;GFNT:0000FF;GIMP:0000FF;LH:70;LW:297;L:http://www.newsmax.com/images/home/a-logo.gif;S:http://www.newsmax.com/;LP:1;FORID:1;
	f8: en
	f9: 
	f11: NewsMax.com

	f10: 




