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Wikipedia scrubs Obama eligibility
Mention of citizenship issues deleted in minutes, 'offending' users banned

Posted: March 08, 2009
6:54 pm Eastern

By Aaron Klein
© 2009 WorldNetDaily

Wikipedia, the online "free encyclopedia" mega-site written and
edited entirely by its users, has been deleting within minutes any
mention of eligibility issues surrounding Barack Obama's
presidency, with administrators kicking off anyone who writes
about the subject, WND has learned.

A perusal through Obama's current Wikipedia entry finds a
heavily guarded, mostly glowing biography about the U.S.
president. Some of Obama's most controversial past affiliations,
including with Rev. Jeremiah Wright and former Weathermen
terrorist Bill Ayers, are not once mentioned, even though those
associations received much news media attention and served as
dominant themes during the presidential elections last year.

Also completely lacking is any mention of the well-publicized
concerns surrounding Obama's eligibility to serve as
commander-in-chief.

Where's the proof Barack Obama was born in the U.S. or that he fulfills the "natural-born
American" clause in the Constitution? If you still want to see it, join more than 300,000 others
and sign up now!

Indeed, multiple times, Wikipedia users who wrote about the eligibility issues had their entries
deleted almost immediately and were banned from re-posting any material on the website for
three days.

In one example, Wikipedia user "Jerusalem21" added the following to Obama's page:

"There have been some doubts about whether Obama was born in the U.S. after the politician
refused to release to the public a carbon copy of his birth certificate and amid claims from his
relatives he may have been born in Kenya. Numerous lawsuits have been filed petitioning
Obama to release his birth certificate, but most suits have been thrown out by the courts."

As is required on the online encyclopedia, that entry was backed up by third-party media
articles, citing the Chicago Tribune and WorldNetDaily.com

The entry was posted on Feb. 24, at 6:16 p.m. EST. Just three minutes later, the entry was
removed by a Wikipedia administrator, claiming the posting violated the websites rules against

Today's WND
News Highlights

 

Famed pastor predicts
imminent catastrophe
Vaccine maker's snafu
sparks pandemic scare
Did the Bible's Enoch
vanish into thin air?
White House nightlife
under investigation
Alan Keyes launches
'Liberty' blog
Judge: Eligibility
thoroughly 'twittered'
 

enter email address

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BQZrTrGy0SdDnL6j2aqXYsekJ8o6vZAAAABABINrDgwM4AFCgmPDY______8BWPiX8t8JYMmmmY3spIAQqgEVNjIxNDY0NjgzNis4NzkzNDQzNDg5sgEVd3d3LndvcmxkbmV0ZGFpbHkuY29tugEKMTI1eDEyNV9hc8gBAtoBQGh0dHA6Ly93d3cud29ybGRuZXRkYWlseS5jb20vaW5kZXgucGhwP2ZhPVBBR0UudmlldyZwYWdlSWQ9OTExMTTgAQPAAgLgAgHqAg1XTkRfTldTX0wwMTAw-AL00R6AAwGIAwKQA-ADmAOsAqgDAcgDBQ&num=0&adurl=http://www.survivalseedbank.com/&client=ca-pub-9952085791529017
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BN9yKrGy0Sfy4NaLcaaeSyb0J5t3CYQAAABABINrDgwM4AFCZhtKDA1ig5rCtCWDJppmN7KSAEKoBIDAxNTc2MjIwNDcrNDE2Njk1MjkzOSs5NTEwNDE0Njg1sgEVd3d3LndvcmxkbmV0ZGFpbHkuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAED2gFAaHR0cDovL3d3dy53b3JsZG5ldGRhaWx5LmNvbS9pbmRleC5waHA_ZmE9UEFHRS52aWV3JnBhZ2VJZD05MTExNOABBMACAuACAeoCDVdORF9OV1NfTDAyMDH4AvTRHoADAYgDBJAD4AOYA6wCqAMByAMF&num=0&adurl=http://shop.wnd.com/store/&client=ca-pub-9952085791529017
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BYS_YrWy0SZ36A6Smad7_mb4J7IbfYwAAABABINrDgwM4AFDo1bCQAVj24szSCWDJppmN7KSAEKoBIDIwNTA3MzM1MzgrNjIxNDY0NjgzNis4OTE1NTcyMDYzsgEVd3d3LndvcmxkbmV0ZGFpbHkuY29tugEKMTI1eDEyNV9hc8gBA9oBQGh0dHA6Ly93d3cud29ybGRuZXRkYWlseS5jb20vaW5kZXgucGhwP2ZhPVBBR0UudmlldyZwYWdlSWQ9OTExMTTgAQXAAgLgAgHqAg1XTkRfTldTX0wwMjAw-AL00R6IAwKQA-ADmAOsAqgDAcgDBQ&num=0&adurl=http://shop.wnd.com/store/item.asp%3FITEM_ID%3D2618%26AD_ID%3DBanner%26AD1_ID%3D125x200.01%26AD2_ID%3DComfort&client=ca-pub-9952085791529017
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/37eb/c/ed/%2a/z;211875285;2-0;0;33198401;2321-160/600;30200156/30218033/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://desk.opt.fimserve.com/lnk/?k=MzEyMTQ1OzYxODsxNTYwOzI3MjkwMzs3OTk5OC4uOS5maC53eC5mLjQ4OEBAd2hvQEBkemhzcm10Z2xtQEAtNF85QEBldmlyYWxtIHJtZ3ZpbXZnIGh2aWVyeHZoIHJteF9AQG12Z0BAbnJ3IHpnb3ptZ3J4OzEyMzY1NjEwNzIxNTU7Mjs7ODB8OzA7NDs0Ow==href=http%3a%2f%2forder.dominos.com/olo/faces/servlet/init_servlet%3Ftarget%3Dpromocode%26promocode%3D1lsp1299%26utm_source%3DMySpace%26utm_medium%3D_Mbanner%26utm_campaign%3DN2_1lsp1299
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BprGNsGy0SbyQEqGOa4uIsKQK7IbfYwAAABABINrDgwM4AFDo1bCQAVj24szSCWDJppmN7KSAEKoBIDQ0NTgyNDcxNDgrNjIxNDY0NjgzNis4OTE1NTcyMDYzsgEVd3d3LndvcmxkbmV0ZGFpbHkuY29tugEKMTI1eDEyNV9hc8gBA9oBQGh0dHA6Ly93d3cud29ybGRuZXRkYWlseS5jb20vaW5kZXgucGhwP2ZhPVBBR0UudmlldyZwYWdlSWQ9OTExMTTgAQzAAgLgAgHqAg1XTkRfTldTX1IwMjAw-AL00R6IAwKQA-ADmAOsAqgDAcgDBQ&num=0&adurl=http://shop.wnd.com/store/item.asp%3FITEM_ID%3D2618%26AD_ID%3DBanner%26AD1_ID%3D125x200.01%26AD2_ID%3DComfort&client=ca-pub-9952085791529017&nm=1
http://www.dietblogtalk.com/body-mass-index.php?mcp=3842
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/
http://www.google.com/
http://shop.wnd.com/
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/Page%202
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/Commentary
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/MoneyNetDaily
http://shop.wnd.com/store/item.asp?ITEM_ID=108
http://g2.wnd.com/
http://www.redalert.wnd.com/
http://forums.wnd.com/?pageId=34
http://forums.wnd.com/
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=40
http://www.breitbart.com/index.php?category=5
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=73546
http://www.accuweather.com/adcbin/index?partner=WNDAILY
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/About%20WND
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/WND%20Scoops
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=78861
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obama
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=91114#
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=90447
http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=81550
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=91114#
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=91097
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=91040
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=88310
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=90945
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=90951
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=90955


3/8/09 9:23 PMWikipedia scrubs Obama eligibility

Page 2 of 4http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=91114

Who Reads Us
WND Books
Advertise with WND
WND RSS feeds
MOBILE.WND
News Alerts Sign Up
Donate to WND
US Newspapers
Foreign Newspapers
Major News Wires
Other News Services
Other Sites
Writers Archives
Government Officials
Search Engines
Media
Entertainment

WND People  

Contact WND
Who's Who at WND
Speakers and Talk Show
Guests
Columnists

"fringe" material.

(Story continues below)

  

According to Wikipedia rules, however, a "fringe theory can be considered notable if it has
been referenced extensively, and in a serious manner, in at least one major publication, or by a
notable group or individual that is independent of the theory."

The Obama eligibility issue has indeed been reported extensively by multiple news media
outlets. WorldNetDaily has led the coverage. Other news outlets, such as Britain's Daily Mail
and the Chicago Tribune have released articles critical of claims Obama may not be eligible.
The Los Angeles Times quoted statements by former presidential candidate Alan Keys doubting
Obama is eligible to serve as president. Just last week, the Internet giant America Online
featured a top news article about the eligibility subject, referencing WND's coverage.

When the user "Jerusalem21" tried to repost the entry about Obama's eligibility a second time,
another administrator removed the material within two minutes and then banned the Wikipedia
user from posting anything on the website for three days.

Wikipedia administrators have the ability to kick off users if the administrator believes the user
violated the website's rules.

Over the last month, WND has monitored several other attempts to add eligibility issues to
Obama's Wikipedia page. In every attempt monitored, the information was deleted within
minutes and the user who posted the material was barred from the website for three days.

Angela Beesley Starling, a spokeswoman for Wikipedia, explained to WND that all the
website's encyclopedia content is monitored by users. She said the administrators who deleted
the entries are volunteers.

"Administrators," Starling said, "are simply people who are trusted by the other community
members to have access to some extra tools that allow them to delete pages and perform other
tasks that help the encyclopedia."

According to Alexa.com, Wikipedia is the seventh most trafficked website on the Internet. A
Google search for the words "Barack Obama" brings up the president's Wikipedia page in the
top four choices, following two links to Obama's official websites.

Ayers, Wright also missing in Obama's bio

The entire Wikipedia entry on Obama seems to be heavily promotional toward the U.S.
president. It contains nearly no criticism or controversy, including appropriate mention of
important issues where relevant.

For example, the current paragraph on Obama's religion contains no mention of Wright, even
though Obama's association with the controversial pastor was one of the most talked about
issues during the presidential campaign.

That paragraph states: "Obama explained how, through working with black churches as a
community organizer while in his twenties, he came to understand 'the power of the African-
American religious tradition to spur social change.' He was baptized at the Trinity United
Church of Christ in 1988 and was an active member there for two decades."

Ayers is also not mentioned, even where relevant.
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WND monitored as a Wikipedia user attempted to add Ayers' name to an appropriate paragraph.
One of those additions, backed up with news articles, read as follows:

"He served alongside former Weathermen leader William Ayers from 1994 to 2002 on the
board of directors of the Woods Fund of Chicago, which in 1985 had been the first foundation
to fund the Developing Communities Project, and also from 1994 to 2002 on the board of
directors of the Joyce Foundation. Obama served on the board of directors of the Chicago
Annenberg Challenge from 1995 to 2002, as founding president and chairman of the board of
directors from 1995 to 1991. Ayers was the founder and director of the Challenge."

Within two minutes that Wikipedia entry was deleted and the user banned from posting on the
website for three days, purportedly for adding "Point of View junk edits," even though the
addition was well-established fact.
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Aaron Klein, WorldNetDaily's Jerusalem bureau chief, is known for his regular interviews with
Mideast terror leaders and his popular segments on America's top radio programs. His newly
released book is "Schmoozing with Terrorists: From Hollywood to the Holy Land, Jihadists
Reveal their Global Plans – to a Jew!" 
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